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DMA RO Circular no. 026

Short term certificates

1. Rule reference

o Danish RO Agreement, section 15.2.
e |IACS Rec. No. 98/Rev.3 June 2019, as amended.

2. Explanatory note
According to the Danish RO agreement 15.2 the RO shall furnish the vessel with a short
term certificate relevant to the action taken and suspend the corresponding full term cer-
tificate.

In order to align the Danish RO agreement, point 15.2, with the IACS Rec. No. 98 a
“short term certificate” shall only be issued when a “detainable deficiency/defect” is iden-
tified. If the deficiency/defect only is minor the RO are not required to issue a “short term
certificate” in accordance with the guidelines given in IACS Rec. No. 98.

If a deficiency/defect occurs during a voyage, this shall be reported to RO and Port state
as per requirements. However, Short Term Certificate shall only be issued in case a de-
tainable deficiency/defect cannot be rectified in the first port of call.

This circular does not apply to certification and deficiencies relating to the ISM code,
ISPS code and MLC 2006.

3. Definitions

A “minor deficiency/defect” is an observed situation which does not prevent the ship from
proceeding to sea as it is not considered to pose a danger to the ship, the environment
or person on board within the timeframe given for its rectification.

A “detainable deficiency/defect” is an identified deficiency/defect which is considered to
endanger the people onboard, the stability or integrity of the vessel, the cargo or is likely
to cause pollution. Refer to IACS Rec. No 98, Annex A for guidance on detainable defi-
ciencies related to various statutory certificates.

A “short term certificate” is a certificate with the appropriate expiry dates that is issued by
the attending surveyor when deficiencies/defects exist which cannot be corrected in the
port of survey. A “short term certificate” is valid only for a period long enough to permit
the ship to proceed to the port where the correction will be made.
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